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University funding is a difficult 
and complex issue. At the best of 
times, i t  must be dealt with 
thoughthdly, intelligently, ratio- 
nally and with care and sensitiv- 
ity. 
These are not the best of times. 

They may be the worst of times. 
Universities with their capacity to 
train the next generation of knowl- 
edge workers while relieving un- 
employment have a vital role in 
both the short-term and long-term 
health of our economy. 
The decisions that are made will 

affect not just students and their 
families but Ontario as well. 
We cannot roll the dice with our 

higher education system. It has to 
be effective and affordable and de- 
liver the quality of education that 
will keep Ontario knowledge work- 
ers at the cutting edge. 
Degree mills won't do that, which 

is what we could be looking at if 
government doesn't step up to the 
plate. Universityfinancing has to be 
a provincial and national priority. 
A report two weeks ago recom- 

mended atuitionhike of 25per cent 
to solve the university revenue 
crunch, saying increased student 
aid will address the needs of moder- 
ate income students. This is an ar- 
gument that has been disproved by 
various studies. 
Moreover, alarmin& tuition al- 

ready accounts for 44 per cent of 
university revenue i6 Ontario, up 
from 21 per cent less than 20 years 
ago. 

In the meantime, 
funding of university revenue has 
fallen from 79 per cent to 56 per 
cent in the same period. 
This is privatization by stealth. 

Our public system of university ed- 
ucation, long considered one of the 
most accessible in the world, is en 
route to becoming privately fund- 
ed, which inevitably will lead to ex- 
clusion of some groups of potential 
students - such as the less affluent 
- and the skewing of academic pri- 
orities as students pick courses of 
study that will produce a high in- 
come so they can pay off their stu- 
dent debt. 
This privatization policy is al- 
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ready having a negative impact on 
the quality of education the prov- 
ince is delivering. 
Student satisfaction scores show 

that interaction between student 
and faculty is the key indicator for 
success. So how is Ontario doing? 
Our student-faculty ratio is 27 to 

one, while universities funded by 
the American states Ontario com- 
petes with have a 16 to one ratio - 
and this is before the Obama stim- 
ulus package rolls out. These U.S. 
states, confronted with pressures 
as bad or even worse than Ontario, 
have, astutely, made higher edu- 
cation a priority for their popula- 
tion. 

The Obama stimulus package 
contains billions for higher educa- 
tion, which will allow our compet- 
itor jurisdictions to hire more fac- 
ulty, build new laboratories, fund 
high-level research and admit tal- 
ented students from all income 
groups. 
In  the meantime, without a 

change in direction, Ontario's uni- 
versity facilities will remain in- 
creasingly crowded, rundown and 1 

out of date. I 
Without more public funding, 

more than half of the new faculty 
hired will remain low-paid contract 
instructors whose dedication to 
their students is undercut by their 
short-term f i a t i o n  with a uni- 
versity, their constantly having to 
look for their next job, and their not 
being able to do the research neces- 
sary to stay ahead in their field. 
And if Queen's Pmk and Ottawa 

fail to increase their investment in 
the high-level basic research that 
only universities perform, our eco- 
nomic prospects dim. 
Universities across the province 

are dealing with hard times. We 
hear almost daily about hiring 
freezes, fewer courses being of- 
fered, fewer resources for labs and 
libraries. 
While we are told that this is be- 

cause of the market-driven plunge 
in endowment funds, the truth is 
that endowment funds provide less 
than 1 per cent of most university 
operating budgets. What the uni- 
versities are really dealing with is 
massive and ongoing government 
underfunding. 
Privatization is not the answer. It 

has already cost us too much. And 
the future costs of such a policy will 
soar as Ontario struggles to regain 
its economic sea legs. 
Arenewed public and government 

commitment to higher education is 
what is needed. 
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